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Lent Four
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 “Who is blind?  Who can see?”
Welcome to St Andrew’s on The Terrace 
Wherever you are on your faith's journey,

wherever you have come from and wherever you are going to,

whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, you are welcome here. 
Please join in the congregational responses printed in bold italics.

Please stand if you are able, for the hymns and the offering prayer.

We will sing the hymns without announcement.
To use the loop system in the church, turn your hearing aids on to the appropriate setting.
Please note your nearest fire exit.

The church and hall have been earthquake strengthened.  In an earthquake: drop, cover and hold.
GATHERING
The Lenten journey continues
we walk with Jesus this path of danger and risk;
Along the way we are meeting with others

those who walked the path with him as we do now
Jesus himself in desert conditions, dazzled disciples, an estranged
Samaritan, a man born blind and his family, and two grieving sisters;

and then the usual Holy Week crowd;

A motley company of people much like us, 

different time and place, but our common humanity the same.

All are welcome as we walk this Lenten path together


PROCESSIONAL HYMN                                            ‘Our delight is in the broadness’ 
Words © Susan Jones 2014-2015 Used by permission.  Tune: Praise my Soul                                   
Our delight is in the broadness 
of the world dawn brings to sight; 
Harbour, beach and islands’ structure, 
plain and hilltop, mountains’ might; 
Thanks be giv’n for nature’s beauty, 
celebrate each new day’s light. 

Our delight is in the living 

of each moment every day 
working, playing, walking, sleeping, 
being family, straight and gay; 
Grace be giv’n for every minute, 
wisdom for each interplay. 

Our delight is in the creatures 
sharing with us this our place, 
moths and birds with stunning markings, 
dolphins moving with sweet grace; 
Thanks be giv’n for all creation, 
celebrate each life, each space. 

Our delight is in the loving  
of each other as we may; 
Searching, finding, liking, loving, 
talking, list’ning on the way; 
Thanks be giv’n for our affections, 
celebrate them night and day 

WELCOME

Kia ora tatou.  
Kia ora.
PRAYER

JESUS’ PRAYER


 

                   Jim Cotter paraphrase on card
LIGHTING THE RAINBOW CANDLE






       
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                                                                     Dawn Cowdry 
HYMN                                                              AA 22 ‘Come into the streets with me’

Music: Traditional.  Arr. Charles Strange.  Words: © Shirley Murray 

Come and follow my leader,

Come and follow my leader,

Jesus Christ is riding by,

Come and follow my leader!
BLESSING THE CHILDREN
(All stand)
We send you to the Rainbow Room programme with Harriet to hear stories, ask questions and have fun together.  
We bless you. Amen.
PASSING THE PEACE

Feel free to pass the peace with those nearby or move to greet others further away. Passing the peace consists of shaking hands and saying “Peace be with you.” The response is “Peace be with you” or just “And with you.”  Or, simply saying ‘Hello” is a good idea.  Also feel free to simply observe if you wish!
HYMN (tune follows)


         HIOS 77 ‘In what strange land’                 Words ©2008 Shirley Erena Murray. 
Music: Colin Gibson, ©2008 Hope Publishing Company
In what strange land will I sing your song, 

O God, my God?

To what new code must my heart belong, 

O God, my God?

The boundaries shift as the lines delete,

and the way back home is a tired beat:

there are new directions to take my feet 

to follow you.

With what new eyes will I see your hand, 

O God, my God?

By what new chart will I understand, 

O God, my God?

The old worlds wither away and die;

your new creation is like the sky,

with new-found galaxies spinning by, 

which dazzle me.

You test my faith in a different sphere, 
O God, my God.

You guide the cursor that brings me here, 
O God, my God.

For childhood things keep me in the past,

remembered hymns that still hold me fast,

familiar words that were meant to last, 
and sing along.

You put a new song into my mouth, 
O God, my God.

You lift my spirit to touch your truth,  
O God, my God;

you give me bread when I fear a stone,

you do not leave me to walk alone,

my heart will trust in your heart’s unknown, 
O God, my God!
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THE WORD IN TEXTS 






                 Frances Porter
Gospel







                                John 9: 1-41
Contemporary reading
Excerpts from ‘Introduction: Treasures of Darkness’
 from Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor
This book is called Learning to Walk in the Dark because I believe that is a    spiritual skill some of us could use right now….  It may be time for a walk in the dark… If you are in the middle of your life, maybe some of your dreams of God have died hard under the weight of your experience. You have knocked on doors that have not opened.  You have asked for bread and been given a stone.  The job that once defined you has lost its meaning; the relationships that once sustained you have changed or come to their natural ends.  It is time to reinvent everything from your work life to your love life to your life with God - only how are you supposed to do that exactly, and where will the wisdom come from?  Not from a weekend workshop.  It may be time for a walk in the dark…
       … Learning to walk in the dark is an especially valuable skill in times like these – or maybe I should say remembering how to walk in the dark, since people of faith have deep pockets of wisdom about how to live through long nights in the wilderness.  We just forgot, most of us, once we got where we were going and the glory days began…

Meanwhile, here is some good news you can use: even when light fades and darkness falls – as it does every day, in every single life – God does not turn the world over to some other deity. Even when you cannot see where you are going and no-one answers your call, this is not sufficient proof that you are alone.   There is a divine presence that transcends all your ideas about it, along with all your language for calling it to your aid, which is not above using darkness as the wrecking ball that brings all your false gods down – but whether you decide to trust the witness of those who have gone before you or you decide to do whatever it takes to become a witness yourself, here is the testimony of faith: darkness is not dark to God; the night is as bright as the day.

RESPONSE
For the Word in scripture, for the Word among us, 
for the Word within us, 
we give thanks
REFLECTION                 “Who is blind? Who can see?”
Susan Jones
OFFERING PRAYER (said together)
We are given much

We bring what we can, money and food together,

to meet needs we cannot meet alone

We bring our hearts minds and bodies soul also, 

pledging support for those in need and for our planet, 

which is also in need of human care and attention.  

May all our gifts be effective and blessed   AMEN
We recognise and bless the gifts brought to the table, and those which wing

         their way electronically from our banks to the church’s account.
LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY OF ST ANDREW’S

People share notices and visitors are welcomed.   If you have a notice, please move to the front row, 
ready to speak briefly and clearly from the lectern.  
For the benefit of newcomers, please introduce yourself before you begin.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 




                            Patricia Booth
CIRCLE OF PRAYER
We think today of the people of Algeria and the Protestant Church of Algeria.  In New Zealand, we remember those in Parliament, and today we name Maurice Williamson & Jonathan Young and the people of their electorates of Pakuranga and New Plymouth.  Here in the Central Presbytery, we pray for the leaders and people of St David’s Union Church, Carterton.
PRAYER FOR ST ANDREW’S                                                                                   on card
HYMN                                                                            
          ‘The year is ever turning’
Words © Susan Jones 2014.  Tune: Ewing WOV346 
The year is ever turning

Spring welcomes back the light

The heat of summer fades, then

In autumn birds take flight.

In winter, darkness closes

And temp'ratures grow chill,

Yet warmth will always be ours,

For love is primary still.

Among New Zealand's foothills

Our hearts are overcome,

The stars and planets tell us

creating's never done;

Aurora (the australis) 

Streaks through the evening sky;

At this, and Spirit's myst'ry,

We question "How?" and "Why"?
In bright sunlight we wander 

On hill and track and road;

Walking with one another

We carry each one's load;

The tussocks brush our ankles

The gradient tests our heart

The journey takes us onward

of cosmos, we are part.

These days, we now can gather

In café, candled halls, 

Churches strange and familiar

Or where we first were called;

Together now, we journey;
Around, below, above,
Beside us and behind us

Surrounding, all is Love.

BLESSING AND SUNG AMEN
THANK YOU





                   Thank you to Vivien Chiu
 our musician today
Unless otherwise specified all our music is used by permission CCLI Licence 3341550
Words/music to new hymns and gathering statement, prayers and affirmations are original unless acknowledged.  Today they were written by Susan Jones. These words can be used in other worship and small group situations without seeking permission.  Please acknowledge the source.  Generally, when Susan leads, printed copies of the reflection are at the back of the church after the Gathering is over.
There is a 2-hour parking limit on the street in the Wellington CBD on Sundays.  

If you are staying for an after-church activity, you can to move your car into the car park, or move to a new space on the street.
We welcome all visitors and invite you to stay for morning tea or coffee.

 Please sign the visitors’ book at the back of the church.

We hope you enjoyed worshipping with us.  At St Andrew’s we want you to feel at home—to join in with the activities of our community of faith, or to come and find your own spiritual place in your own time. If you would like more information about St Andrew’s or to explore becoming a member or associate member, please fill in one of the welcome leaflets (at the back of the church) and hand it to a minister or a welcoming team member.
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AUDIO REFLECTIONS

Sunday reflections are usually available on our website.

http://www.standrews.org.nz/sunday-gathering/orders-of-service
GENEROUS GIVING 

St Andrew’s depends on the generous giving of members and friends.  If you would like to make a donation or support our work through planned giving, please contact our Parish Office or Treasurer. Bank account for donations is: St Andrews on The Terrace, BNZ Lambton Quay, 02-0534-0004022-02
	SUNDAY ROSTERS
A folder with an outline of each duty is now kept on the back table.  If you are unable to do your rostered duty, please arrange a swap/substitute and inform the office.  Thank you.

	

Thanks to this week’s volunteers

	Welcoming
	Heather Macfarlane, Judith Cowley

	Sound
	Tony Cowdry

	Offering
	Linda & Norman Wilkins

	Coffee/tea
	Caroline Glass, Jim & Maxine Cunningham

	Time with the Children
	Dawn Cowdry

	Readings
	Frances Porter

	Prayers of the People
	Patricia Booth

	Musician
	Vivien Chiu

	Rainbow Room Helper
	Wendy Matthews


	On duty Sunday 2 April

	Welcoming
	Sandra & Tony Kirby

	Sound
	Peter Cowley

	Offering
	Paul Satherley, Graham Howell

	Coffee/tea
	Jon Schrader, Wendy & Andrew Matthews, Mike Wespel-Rose

	Time with the Children
	Ellen Murray

	Readings
	Roger Jones

	Prayers of the People
	Lois Robertson

	Musician
	TBC

	Rainbow Room Helper
	Ellen Murray

	Communion
	Vhari McWha, Bronwyn White, Ken Irwin, Anne Barrie






	This Week and Coming Events at St Andrew’s

	Sunday 26 March 10am Sunday Gathering led by Susan Jones.  11.45am-1.00pm Exploring Faith study group.  DVD series on how biblical violence betrays a non-violent God.  Carpooling for Otaki Kite festival see Pat Booth

Wednesday 29 March Cuppa and a Chat from 10.30am in the Centre

Wednesday 29 March 12.30pm Lunchtime Concert | Solo Piano Recital | Louis Lucas Perry
Thursday 30 March 12.30pm Centering Prayer in the Centre
Sunday 2 April 10am Sunday Gathering - Susan Jones.  Communion and Community brunch.


ST ANDREW’S COMMUNITY NOTICES

LENT AND EASTER - DON’T BLINK AND MISS IT!
Lent’s a good time for a new habit/practice – what’s yours?  Lenten Gatherings (mostly led by Susan):  April 2nd “Sisters Unite.” April 9th Palm Sunday. April 13th Maundy Thursday 6pm “A Last Supper”.  April 14th Good Friday 10am (Trish McBride & team) “Stations of the Cross”. April 16th Easter Sunday.  Book in your diary now. 

NEWCOMERS AND INFORMATION EVENING

Friday 7 April 2017 in Conference Rooms 1&2 from 7-8.30pm.

This evening is for parish councillors, pastoral partners and most importantly for anyone who considers themselves to be a newcomer to St Andrew’s on The Terrace.  
During the evening you will receive information about belonging to St Andrew’s, have an opportunity to ask questions for clarification and a chance to meet each other.  The evening will be followed on Sunday 7th May with a welcome for newcomers during the morning service.

Any newcomers unable to attend on 7th April please let Susan know so that she can ensure you have information about belonging to St Andrew’s and can make your choices about how to connect with the community.

Tea/coffee and delicious cakes served from 6.45pm onwards, so it would be helpful if you would RSVP to office@standrews.org.nz by Tuesday 4th April please.

If you are unsure about your status as a newcomer, please come anyway, get informed and have some fun!
LIVING WAGE - WE ARE AN ACCREDITED LIVING WAGE CHURCH!
This week St Andrew’s officially became an accredited Living Wage church – this means all our employees, including our cleaners, are paid at least the Living Wage.  Our thanks to Paul Barber who has shepherded this change through.

Also, Norman Wilkins writes: “Thank you to those who came and supported the Living Wage presentation to Hutt City Council.  The outcome was a 10-3 vote to: support the Living Wage, the CEO to draw up a draft remuneration policy for directly-employed staff incorporating the Living Wage and work with Hutt Living Wage Movement on the contractors.  There are submission forms at the back of the church, if you complete one please put your reasons for supporting the Living Wage on it and give it to Norman.”
GOOD FRIDAY STATIONS OF THE CROSS SERVICE

Good Friday: at least 4 more people are needed for preparation of the Good Friday service. Each person prepares a very meditation and prayer relating to one Station. Guidance and support available! Trish McBride, Ph 478 6332 mcbride@paradise.net.nz   
NAMING NEW ZEALAND   

“… an organisation to help transgender, gender diverse and intersex youth with updating their identity documents to correctly reflect their sex and gender. We provide resources about the process of correcting identity documents within New Zealand, connect trans youth with organisations that can help, and assist with the costs of making these important changes.”   They take donations.  Find them at www.naming.nz/   
CHANGEMAKERS UPDATE

Linda Wilkins received the following message from ChangeMakers; “Do you want to help former refugees get fully involved in life here in Aotearoa New Zealand? If so, join us for an information evening to find out more about volunteering opportunities with ChangeMakers Refugee Forum!”  Wednesday 29th March, 5.30pm.  ChangeMakers Refugee Forum, Level 1, 203-209 Willis Street (above the Family Store).  They are particularly looking for volunteers to staff their drop in centres but other possibilities.  If interested turn up 29th Mar or talk to Linda, Ph 04 970 1010 or g8m8z@orcon.net.nz 
ST ANDREW’S TRUST FOR THE STUDY OF RELIGION AND SOCIETY

Upcoming events – Thursday 6th April 12.30pm, lunchtime lecture at St Andrew’s on The Terrace.  A group of younger people answering the question ‘what needs to happen to create a flourishing NZ?’  Speakers are Morgan Godfery, Laura O’Connell Rapira and Christina Curley.
WIDER CHURCH AND COMMUNITY NOTICES

‘KEEPING FAITH IN POLITICS’ SERIES

The Centre for Theology and Public Issues “Keeping Faith in Politics” 2017 Election Series. “…providing a voice for theological perspective on public concerns, the series will bring Christian faith to bear on central election issues like economic inequality, climate crisis, mass incarceration, and global immigration. …providing a venue for non-sectarian and nonpartisan civic engagement amongst citizens of whatever religious and/or political persuasion, raising questions about the common good, honest leadership, and mutual trust within our political process.”    Come 6:00 pm next Friday (31 March), Wellington Cathedral of St Paul.  Rev. Dr. Eleanor Sanderson will speak on the topic “Seeking the Common Good in a World of Self-Interest.” 
We live in a world of choice. Our choices are rooted in who we are and what we want. In terms of politics, voting is presented as one such choice. An election is just another chance to express ourselves and pursue our desires. But who are we? What do we want? Who counts as one of “us”? And can we imagine a greater good which we share in common that is more than our individual self-interest? 
Spend ninety minutes with Rev. Dr. Eleanor Sanderson (Canon Theologian for the Wellington Diocese of the Anglican Church) as she reflects on how we, as Christians, might be able to “love our neighbours as ourselves” when we go to polls.
For information on the series: http://www.otago.ac.nz/ctpi/ctpi-wellington/keeping-faith.html   For information on this event: http://www.otago.ac.nz/ctpi/ctpi-wellington/commongood.html   Come next Friday, and to other events in coming months.  Until then, please circulate this information, in your personal and professional networks.   Derek Woodard-Lehman, Centre for Theology and Public Issues–Wellington

MY KIDS VILLAGE PLEDGE ME CAMPAIGN 

“The campaign is off the ground which is fantastic but I need to build some momentum to meet my target. For $5 people will get a news update about how we've grown since the marketing we will put in place. For $50 a person or an organisation can be an official sponsor on the site for 12 months. For $150 an organisation can run a three-week advertising campaign on our home page. I'm so grateful for the pledges so far!” https://www.pledgeme.co.nz/projects/5049-my-kids-village-time-to-grow   
TOLERATION AND CONSENT 
‘Toleration and Dissent: The Reformation and the Crisis of Authority’ Professor Amy Burnett (University of Nebraska, Lincoln) William Evans Fellow, University of Otago on Wednesday 5th April, 7pm at St John’s in the City, Presbyterian Church.

TRANSGENDER VISIBILITY DAY – 31ST MARCH

There was a full common room to hear Richard Tankersley, Human Rights Commissioner, on Thursday 16th March speak on human rights for the lgbtqi communities.  Great!  Thanks for coming.  Richard emphasised the need to keep working for full human rights for all colours of the rainbow.  

One day for transgendered communities is Friday 31st March, an international day of transgendered visibility.  Flag raising, a luncheon, afternoon tea and ‘after five’ mocktails as well as an evening drag queen performance are planned.     

Here at St Andrew’s we have the afternoon tea slot - cake and coffee/tea in the Church 2.30- 5.00pm.  The cake will be ceremonially cut about 3.05-3.15pm. Please come if you can, to help create a crowd.  Time has been planned to work in with gold card timing.    If you can help serve, please get in touch with Susan ahead of time.
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MISSION STATEMENT OF ST ANDREW'S ON THE TERRACE

To create a lively, open Christian faith community,

to act for a just and peaceful world, and to be catalysts for discovery, 
compassion and celebration in the capital.

MINISTRY AT ST ANDREW’S – THE TEAM

	Minister
	Susan Jones

	Parish Council Convenor
	Lynne Dovey

	Parish Council Clerk
	Colma Froggatt

	Treasurer
	Paul Barber

	Facilities Management Group
	Douglas Wood

	Pastoral Convenors
	Linda Wilkins and Maxine Cunningham,  Lois Robertson, Brian Burrell                  

	Church Music Coordinator
	Vivien Chiu

	Theologian in Residence
	Lloyd Geering

	Presbytery Representative
	Heather Macfarlane

	Concert Coordinator
	Marjan van Waardenberg

	Rainbow Room Coordinator 
	Harriet Dawson

	Church, Conference and Arts Manager
	Laetitia Brunell

	Office Administrator
	Karyn Bishop

	Custodian, SATRS Administrator
	Peter Cowley

	Facilities Assistant
	Lillian Norman

	Roster Coordinator
	Rosemary Lawrence


St Andrew’s on The Terrace

www.standrews.org.nz

30 The Terrace – P O Box 5203, Wellington 6145

Office Hours: 9 am – 5 pm Monday to Friday
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Phone (04) 472-9211
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office@standrews.org.nz
Rev Dr Susan Jones
Office: (04) 472-9376. Home: (04) 909-9612. Cell: 027-321-4870
minister@standrews.org.nz
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