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Interpreting Word written then  
                                         as Word for now 
                                                      Part 1       
 



WELCOME TO ST ANDREW’S ON THE TERRACE 
Wherever you are on your faith's journey, 

wherever you have come from and wherever you are going to, 
whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, you are welcome here.  

Please join in the congregational responses printed in bold italics. 
Please stand if you are able, for the hymns and the offering prayer. 

We will sing the hymns without announcement. 
To use the loop system in the church, turn your hearing aids on to the appropriate setting. 

Please note your nearest fire exit. 
The church and hall have been earthquake strengthened.  In an earthquake: drop, cover and hold. 

 

GATHERING 

We gather, disparate people from different worlds 
Gay, straight, bi, queer, young, trans, lesbian, old, all hues and colours, 
We have experienced many ways of seeing the world and living in it 
We gather to interpret the ancient Word, 
To see what it might say to us today; 
We gather to experience Love between and among us, 
Love which stretches far beyond us here to the whole world; 
We gather to recharge and refresh 
So what the wisdom we learn here undergirds what we do elsewhere 
So may it be  
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  AA72 ‘In this familiar place’ 
Words: ©Shirley Erena Murray.  Music: © Colin Gibson 

In this familiar place 
I know the mystery of your grace. 

For the love that I receive, for the truth that I believe, 
I praise and thank you for this here and now. 

 

In halting song and word 
the music of your voice is heard.    For the love… 

 

Among these friends of mine 
I taste the company divine.              For the love… 

 

Within this narrow sphere 
I learn that you are everywhere.    For the love… 

 

WELCOME   

Kia ora tatou. 

Kia ora. 
 

PRAYER 
 



JESUS PRAYER                                                               Jim Cotter paraphrase on card 
 

LIGHTING THE RAINBOW ROOM CANDLE  

 

TALK WITH THE CHILDREN                                                               Chris Carey-Smith 
 

BLESSING THE CHILDREN (All stand) 

We pray for the children in our community and those we encounter in 
our daily lives, giving thanks for their energy, imagination and 
hopefulness.  

God bless you. Amen. 
There are toys and activities at the back of the church for children,  

please help yourselves. 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 
Feel free to pass the peace with those nearby or move to greet others further away. Passing the peace 
consists of shaking hands and saying “Peace be with you.” The response is “Peace be with you” or just “And 
with you.”  Or, simply saying “Hello” is a good idea.  Also feel free to simply observe if you wish! 
 

THE WORD IN TEXTS             Colma Froggatt 
 

Hebrew Bible Hosea 1:2-11 
 

Contemporary reading                             Excerpt from ‘Religion as Metaphor’ 
By David Tacey 

 

…Drawing on this background and discoveries in classical studies, Alvin 
Kuhn said: “Myth was the favourite and universal method of teaching in 
archaic times.”  In their first-century context the scriptures were written 
in the favoured mythic mode of the time.  It is ludicrous to suggest that 
these writings, apart from others, were aiming for historical accuracy.  
Historical reporting was not seen as appropriate for sacred narratives, 
nor was it seen as revelatory or interesting.  It wasn’t used because it 
could not capture the presence of God in creation.  Because of the 
confusion in the public mind about the nature and purpose of scripture, 
scholarship has emphasized that the biblical writers were not intending 
to deceive.  In a brilliant encapsulation of the conundrum, Dominic 
Crossan writes: 

My point is not that those ancient people told literal stories and we are 
now smart enough to take them symbolically, but that they told them 
symbolically and we are now dumb enough to take them literally.  They 
know what they were doing; we don’t. 
 



This should be written up on the walls of churches, schools, religious 
education classes, and theological institutes.  Most people have no idea 
what Crossan is talking about, and this is due to a lack of education in 
communities of the faithful.  Spong said the same thing when he indicated 
that the major elements of the Jesus story are mythical, and that “even 
originally they had no literal substance.”  Scripture writers were not 
“recording events,” nor were they “telling lies for God,” as one of my 
academic colleagues put it.  They were telling figurative stories to grasp 
the depth of our relationship with God.  If we say that the metaphorical 
approach is “new,” it is nothing more than an optical illusion.  There is 
nothing new about grasping what was intended in the beginning. 

 

RESPONSE 
For the Word in scripture,  
for the Word among us,  
for the Word within us,    

we give thanks 
 

REFLECTION: ‘Interpreting Word written then as Word for now - 1’    Susan Jones 
  

HYMN                                                                                           AA94 (i) ‘Loving Spirit’ 
Words: © 1989 Shirley Murray. Music © 1990 David Dell 

1. Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 
    you have chosen me to be, 
    you have drawn me to your wonder, 
    you have set your sign on me. 
 

2. Like a mother, you enfold me, 
    hold my life within your own, 
    feed me with your very body, 
    form me of your flesh and bone. 

 

3. Like a father, you protect me, 
    teach me the discerning eye, 
    hoist me up upon your shoulder, 
    let me see the world from high. 
 

AFFIRMATION (join in with as much or as little of this as you can) 
God is more than a fairy tale character  
mysterious and never ending, strong myth threaded through life; 
like weft to our warp, or ply in a rope, 
like veins in marble or bedrock beneath strata of meaning. 

4. Friend and lover, in your closeness 
    I am known and held and blessed: 
    in your promise is my comfort, 
    in your presence I may rest. 
 

5. Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 
    you have chosen me to be, 
   you have drawn me to your wonder, 
    you have set your sign on me. 

 



Jesus is more than only an historical reality 
compelling and wise, strongly embedded in our mythical story; 
like companion and guide through cavernous depths 
like intimate partner holding us in the vortices of emotional pain. 
 

Spirit is more than the sum of the parts 
spreading the power of the myth to all corners of our world; 
like fragrance wafting through spring air,  
or the permeating smell of humus, 
like candle smoke drifting in darkness, or sun, warming invisibly. 
 

We are more than rational beings 
we live the myth of the human story right where we are 
like pilgrims and seekers on an unknown and winding way 
like nomads never settled but always reforming 
 

More than we imagined, enough for our needs, inviting us into future. 
  

OFFERING PRAYER (said together) 

These gifts come out of our delight in the world  
and because of our devotion to others.  
May we hold with an open and generous spirit,  
all we are and all we have.  
Let this joyful offering be accepted as a token of our abiding love 
and used to bring peace, justice and comfort. Amen. 

We recognise and bless the gifts brought to the table, and those which wing 
their way electronically from our banks to the church’s account. 

 

LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY OF ST ANDREW’S 
People share notices and visitors are welcomed.  If you have a notice, please move to the front row, ready 

to speak briefly from the lectern.   
For the benefit of newcomers, please introduce yourself before you begin. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                          Lynne Dovey 
 

CIRCLE OF PRAYER  
We think today of the people of Senegal and Muslim people in Senegal 
and throughout the world.  In New Zealand, we remember those in 
Parliament, and today we name Brett Hudson and Steven Joyce list MP’s.  
Here in Wellington, we pray for the leaders and people of Khandallah 
Presbyterian Church.  

 

PRAYER FOR ST ANDREW’S on card 
 



HYMN (tune follows)  ‘Send us the fire’ 

© 1989, 1990 by GIA Publications Inc. All rights reserved. 
Used with permission. LicenSing Online License 623996. 

 

Send us the fire of your justice, 
Send us the rains of your love; 
Come, send us the Spirit,  
breathe life in your people, 
and we shall be people of God. 
 

1. Call us to be your compassion, 
    teach us the song of your love; 
    give us hearts that sing, 
    give us deeds that ring, 
    make us ring  
           with the song of  your love.    

Send us the fire of your justice… 
 

 
 

 
 
 

2. Call us to learn of your mercy, 
    teach us the way of your peace; 
    give us hearts that feel, 
    give us hands that heal, 
    make us walk in the way of your peace.    

    Send us the fire of your justice… 
 

3. Call us to answer oppression, 
    teach us the fire of your truth; 
    give us yearning souls, 
    'til your justice rolls, 
    make us burn  

    with the fire of your truth.   
   Send us the fire of your justice… 

 



SUNG BLESSING                                    AA 95 ‘May the Mystery of God enfold us.’ 
Words © Joy Cowley.  Music: Ian Render  

May the mystery of God enfold us, 
may the wisdom of God uphold us 
may the fragrance of God be around us, 
may the brightness of God surround us, 
may the wonder of God renew us, 
may the loving of God flow through us, 
may the peace of God deeply move us, 
may the moving of God bring us peace 

 

THANK YOU             Vivien Chiu 
         Our Musician today 

Unless otherwise stated all hymns are used by permission CCLI Licence 3341550 

 

There is a 2-hour parking limit on the street in the Wellington CBD on Sundays.  
 If you are staying for an after-church activity, you can to move your car into the car park,  

or move to a new space on the street. 
 

We welcome all visitors and invite you to stay for morning tea or coffee. 
 Please sign the visitors’ book at the back of the church. 

We hope you enjoyed worshipping with us.  At St Andrew’s we want you to feel at home—to join in 
with the activities of our community of faith, or to come and find your own spiritual place in your own 
time. If you would like more information about St Andrew’s or to explore ways of connecting further 

with this faith community, please fill in one of the welcome leaflets (at the back of the church)  
and hand it to a minister or a welcoming team member. 

AUDIO REFLECTIONS 
Sunday reflections are usually available on our website. 
http://www.standrews.org.nz/sunday-gathering/orders-of-service 

 

GENEROUS GIVING  
St Andrew’s depends on the generous giving of members and friends.  If you would like to make a 
donation or support our work through planned giving, please contact our Parish Office or Treasurer. 
Bank account for donations is: St Andrews on The Terrace, BNZ Lambton Qy, 02-0534-0004022-02 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SUNDAY ROSTERS 
A folder with an outline of each duty is now kept on the back table.  If you are unable to do your 
rostered duty please arrange a swap/substitute and inform the office.  Thank you. 
Thanks to this week’s volunteers 
Welcoming Brian & Lynette Burrell 
Sound Tony Cowdry 
Offering Joan Tyler, Jon Schrader 
Coffee/tea Judith Cowley, James Cone, Roger Jones 
Time with the Children Chris Carey-Smith 
Readings Colma Froggatt 
Prayers of the People Lynne Dovey 
Musician Vivien Chiu 
Rainbow Room Helper No Rainbow Room – activities at the back of Church 

 
 

http://www.standrews.org.nz/sunday-gathering/orders-of-service


On duty Sunday 31 July 
Welcoming Pam Fuller, Graham Howell 
Sound Peter Cowley 
Offering Pauline Woolley, Sonia Groes-Petrie 
Coffee/tea Jennifer Bush-Daumec, Katrina Harper, Richard 

Keller 
Time with the Children Frank Cook 
Readings Bronwyn White 
Prayers of the People Pat Booth 
Musician Mark Stamper 
Rainbow Room Helper Joan Tyler 

 

 This Week and Coming Events at St Andrew’s 
Sunday 24 July 10am Sunday Gathering led by Susan Jones followed by Exploring Faith:  Today 
Eclipsing Empire: Paul’s vocation and mission 
6pm Joy Cowley book launch Made for Love in the Church  
Monday 25 July 9am-2pm NZ Blood drive in the Hall 
Wednesday 27 July Hospice Cuppa Fundraiser at Cuppa and a Chat from 10.30am in the Centre 
Wednesday 27 July 12.15pm Lunchtime Concert – Woodwind Students of the NZSM 
Thursday 28 July 12.30pm Centering Prayer in the Centre. 
Sunday 31 July 10am Sunday Gathering led by Susan Jones. 
3pm Music Futures Concert 
 

ST ANDREW’S COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

JOY COWLEY BOOK LAUNCH – THIS SUNDAY 
Pleroma Press invites you to the book launch of Joy Cowley’s latest book Made for Love 
at 6pm on Sunday July 24th at St Andrew’s on The Terrace.  Meet Joy Cowley, talk with 
Miranda Brown and view her display.  Purchase a copy of Made for Love at a special 
price, have your copy autographed by Joy and Miranda, view Joy’s other spiritual 
publications and enjoy light refreshments.  TVNZ’s SUNDAY programme will be present 
to film part of the evening.  RSVP to management@pleroma.org.nz  
 

PLANNING FOR THE SEASON OF CREATION 
The Season of Creation comprises the Gatherings between September 4th and October 
9th.  Anyone who would like to join in planning for these including helping to lead or 
prepare for some of them are invited to a brainstorming meeting in the Centre at 7pm 
on Tuesday July 27th.  Topics for the Gatherings still to be picked up include ‘Flora’ 
and/or ‘Fauna’, ‘Ocean’ and Social Justice (for the Earth).  Dates still to be ‘filled’ are 
Sept 4, 11, October 2 and 9.   October 2 is traditionally the day used to remember St 
Frances of Assisi.  It would be helpful if you let Susan know if you were intending to 
come. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Hospice Cuppa Event @ Cuppa and Chat.  The cuppa and chat group that meet weekly 
on Wednesday mornings invite you to join them for a special morning:  Wednesday 27 
July from 10.30am onwards for a fundraising morning tea for Mary Potter Hospice. 
A sign-up RSVP sheet will be available after church each Sunday in July so that we know 
how many people to cater for! 
 
 

mailto:management@pleroma.org.nz


MEDITATIVE DANCE  
After church on Sunday 31st July you are welcome to come and enjoy some gentle 
meditative dances that are easy to learn.  Contact Margaret Megwyn Ph 387 7311 
 

ST ANDREW’S GARDEN 
Sonia Goes-Petrie writes:  An update on our edible garden project.  We had a really 
useful session with Sarah Adams from the WCC last month on best way to lay out the 
garden, what veggies will grow in the area and how to set up a composting system.   
We are applying to the WCC for an initial compost grant and are planning to have some 
working bees in late Aug/Sept to prepare the ground and start some veggie planting.  
Our next planning meeting will include planning for the compost bins and logistics for 
the working bees.  If you would like to join us, we are meeting in the Common Room at 
1:30pm Thursday 28th July.  All are very welcome.  To learn more about this project 
please talk to Sonia or contact me on Ph 027 4051302 or email: soniapetrie@gmail.com 
 

HUI ON DIVERSITY TE MAUNORONGO MARAE, OHOPE, AUGUST 11-12 
This hui, organised by our Moderator Rt Rev Andrew Norton, has an open invitation.  So 
far there are three confirmed attendees from St Andrew’s who cover the lay/ordained; 
elder/member/attender; gay/straight continuums.  RSVPs need to be in by 1 August, so 
anyone planning to attend, it would be good to know of your intentions so we can 
coordinate travel etc.  Some financial help is available from St Andrew’s towards your 
costs.  Also cheap motel accommodation close to the marae is available for Thursday 
and Friday nights if needed.  There is one seat left in a car travelling to and from Ohope 
and Tauranga airport Thursday and Friday afternoons.  Do let either Sandra or Susan 
know how plans are firming up.  
 

SPIRITED CONVERSATIONS 
The next Spirited Conversation will be held on Monday 8th August at 6.15pm, 
Conference Rooms 1 & 2.  The topic will be: ‘Inequalities in Health Care’.  Speakers: Dr 
Ben Gray, Newtown Union Health Service and Grant Robertson MP.  Catered Meal 
$10pp.  RSVP in the blue clip folder at the back of the church. 
 

PUTTING FAMILY AHEAD OF SHOPPING 
The Government is trying to pass a law that puts Easter Sunday at risk for retail 
workers across New Zealand.  This is one of only three and a half days a year that are 
guaranteed time for them and their families instead of work.  Your local MP, Peter 
Dunne, has one of the two key votes they need to pass this law.  Please, ask him to put 
retail workers and their families first over another day of shopping.   
Sign the petition at www.together.org.nz/protect-easter  
 

MY KIDS VILLAGE 
There will soon be a new social enterprise called My Kids Village.  It is a website aiming 
to help busy parents navigate their way through options available in their local 
community for their child's care, education and activities.   The website is due to go live 
at the end of August.  Friends of St Andrew's are asked to tell parents and providers 
about it and ask providers to contact Gillian Brookes Ph 021 0287 1460 directly to set 
up a profile on the site.  It's completely free!  Providers include schools, early child 
education providers; holiday programmes; childcare for any age; kindy; community 

mailto:soniapetrie@gmail.com
http://www.together.org.nz/protect-easter


play centres; sports, arts, drama activity providers.  This is intended for established 
organisations and not casual providers, such as babysitters.   
 

WIDER CHURCH AND COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

BLOOD DRIVE AT ST ANDREW’S ON THE TERRACE 
Once again we will be hosting the NZ Blood Service in the Hall from 9am – 2pm on 
Monday 25th July.  Call to make an appointment or book online.  Ph 0800 4498 3326 or 
www.nzblood.co.nz  
 

THE HUMAN IN QUESTION: A CONVERSATION 
The St John’s in the City scholar programme, in association with Religious Studies, 
Victoria University of Wellington warmly invites you to attend on Thursday 28th July 
from 7.30-9pm at JJ Murphy (upstairs) 119 Cuba Mall.  Conversation partners; 
Professor Paul Oslington, Dr Derrick Lemons, Dr Eleanor Sanderson, Dr Derek Woodar-
Lehman.  For further information see the flyer at the back of the church or contact 
geoff.troughton@vuw.ac.nz or a.lane@stjohnsinthecity.org.nz  
Another lecture you may be interested in is by Prof. Paul Oslington: "Why do 
Economists Think that Markets Work?" 29 July 2016, 12.30-1.30 pm (Old Government 
Building LT3, Victoria University of Wellington, Pipitea): 
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/sacr/about/events/why-do-economists-think-that-
markets-work  Contact: jonathan.boston@vuw.ac.nz  
 

MUSIC FUTURES – SUPPORTING TOMORROW’S MUSICIANS TODAY 
THE SOUND OF WELLINGTON YOUTH MUSIC 2016 at 3 pm on Sunday, 31st July  
Music Futures, a charitable trust that supports young musicians from the Wellington 
region, is hosting its annual concert featuring top young performers. They will be 
joined by guest artists from the NZSO.  Flyers available from Valerie Rhodes or Lynne 
Dovey.  Door sales $15; students under 21 $5.  Please come along and support these 
talented young people. 
 

PROGRESSING NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT 
Peace Movement Aotearoa will hold a humanitarian disarmament forum with Dell 
Higgie, NZ Disarmament Ambassador on Monday 8th August from 12.30pm – 1.30pm 
Conference Room 1, St Andrew’s on The Terrace.  BYO lunch, tea/coffee will be 
provided.  RSVP to icanz@xtra.co.nz or at 
www.facebook.com/peacemovementaotearoa/events   
 

LIVING WAGE MOVEMENT AOTEAROA NZ – AGM 
Notice is given of the Annual General Meeting of Living Wage Movement Aotearoa NZ 
on Friday 19th of August, 2016.  The Wellington meeting will be held 4.30pm – 6pm at 
CTU: Education House, 178 Willis Street.  RSVP lyndy.mcintyre@livingwage.org.nz Hear 
from Massey University about its longitudinal research on the Living Wage. 
 

DCM BOOKFAIR, 27 AUGUST 2016 - CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
DCM’s annual, fundraising Bookfair is on Saturday 27 August 2016, Shed 6, Queen’s 
Wharf, 8am-8pm.  We need many volunteers to help make this event a success.  If 
people would like to help out, please email Matthew Mawkes at events@dcm.org.nz or 

http://www.nzblood.co.nz/
mailto:geoff.troughton@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:a.lane@stjohnsinthecity.org.nz
http://www.victoria.ac.nz/sacr/about/events/why-do-economists-think-that-markets-work
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http://www.facebook.com/peacemovementaotearoa/events
mailto:lyndy.mcintyre@livingwage.org.nz
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call and leave your details at (04) 384 7699.   
For further information visit the facebook page; 
https://www.facebook.com/events/271147513233643/  
 

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS COLLECTION DAY – HELP NEEDED 
This will be held on Wednesday 31st August for Wellington, Jenny Simpson is 
organising the Thorndon New World Collection and would be very grateful for help  
Ph 389 9426.  There are also collections on Thursday 1st September in Upper and 
Lower Hutt, Petone, Tawa, Newlands, Paraemata, and Kapiti.  So any help with any 
other places would also be appreciated.  All funds raised go to pay the community 
support workers. 
 

LIVING WAGE 
Norman Wilkins writes:  Mayoral and Council candidates are to be asked to publicly 
commit to implementing the Living Wage.  Wellington City: Thursday 1st September, 
6.00 - 8.00pm Wesley Methodist Church, Taranaki St.  Hutt City: Thursday 8th 
September, 6.00 - 8.00pm St Paul's Anglican Church, cnr Guthrie St. and Waiwhetu Rd. 
This is a really advance notice so it can go in your diary for it is really important for the 
venue to be full of people representing all sorts of groups in the community so the 
candidates know that the Living Wage matters to us. 
 

DANGEROUS CONVERSATIONS’ LECTURE SERIES – AUGUST 2016 
 The Wellington Cathedral of St Paul is hosting a lunchtime lecture series in August on 
important contemporary issues. Entitled ‘Dangerous Conversations’, the series focuses 
on four of the critical challenges facing New Zealand – the housing crisis, low wages, 
gender inequality, and the limitations of traditional models of charity in meeting social 
needs.  The lectures will be held each Wednesday during August (except the last) 
from 12.30pm to 1.30pm.  There is no charge.  All are welcome.  Full information is 
available on the cathedral website - https://wellingtoncathedral.org.nz/dangerous-
conversations/  For further details, contact Richard Apperley, Events Manager at the 
Wellington Cathedral of St Paul: Ph 04 474 1554, richard@wellingtoncathedral.org.nz   
 

DCM - 14 HOURS HOMELESS  
On Friday 7th October, participants will come together at Mt. Cook School, from 6pm, 
to hear from those involved before sleeping out in a car, or on couch or cardboard to 
fundraise.  New Zealand’s housing crisis is having a devastating impact on our most 
vulnerable families and individuals.  Register your teams now for DCM and start 
fundraising before the event and help them make a real difference to New Zealand’s 
homeless situation – visit http://www.14hourshomeless.org.nz/event/DCM2016  
 

THE GREAT CARDBOARD CAMPOUT 
This year, there will also be a separate event for youth called The Great Cardboard 
Campout.  This will be a special event just for 13-17 year olds and youth leaders or 
teachers, run from 6pm on Friday 7th October until 8am the next day at The Salvation 
Army Wellington City Corps.  But there are only 100 places available! Visit 
http://www.14hourshomeless.org.nz/event/wgtnyouth  for all the details. 
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MISSION STATEMENT OF ST ANDREW'S ON THE TERRACE 
 

To create a lively, open Christian faith community, 
to act for a just and peaceful world, and to be catalysts for discovery,  

compassion and celebration in the capital. 

 

MINISTRY AT ST ANDREW’S – THE TEAM 
Minister Susan Jones 

Parish Council Convenor Sandra Kirby 

Parish Council Clerk Maxine Cunningham 

Treasurer Paul Barber 

Facilities Management Group Douglas Wood 

Pastoral Convenors Fiona McDougal, Brian Burrell,          
Linda Wilkins 

Church Music Coordinator Vivien Chiu 

Theologian in Residence Lloyd Geering 

Presbytery Representative Heather Macfarlane 

Concert Coordinator Marjan van Waardenberg 

Rainbow Room Coordinator  Chris Carey-Smith 

Church, Conference and Arts Manager David Medland 

Office Assistant Karyn Bishop 

Custodian, SATRS Administrator Peter Cowley 

Facilities Assistant Rebecca Nodwell 

Roster Coordinator Rosemary Lawrence 
 

St Andrew’s on The Terrace 
www.standrews.org.nz 

30 The Terrace – P O Box 5203, Wellington 6145 
Office Hours: 9 am – 5 pm Monday to Friday 

Phone (04) 472-9211 
office@standrews.org.nz 

 

Rev Dr Susan Jones 
Office: (04) 472-9376. Home: (04) 909-9612. Cell: 027-321-4870 

minister@standrews.org.nz 
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