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WELCOME TO ST ANDREW’S ON THE TERRACE 
Wherever you are on your faith's journey, 

wherever you have come from and wherever you are going to, 
whatever you believe, whatever you do not believe, you are welcome here.  

Please join in the congregational responses printed in bold italics. 
Please stand if you are able, for the hymns and the offering prayer. 

We usually sing the hymns without announcement. 
To use the loop system in the church, turn your hearing aids on to the appropriate setting. 

Printed copies of the reflection are available at the back of the church for people with extreme 
hearing loss.  For others they can be picked up at the end of the Gathering. 

 
Please note your nearest fire exit. 

The church and hall have been earthquake strengthened.  In an earthquake: drop, cover and hold. 

 
GATHERING   

The journey of faith takes us through many stages 
   Childlike faith, conventional wisdom and beyond 

We find, along the way, questions forming in our minds 
   What? Why? How? 

Our thinking grows and changes, we grow and change too 
   Today we reflect on how thinking changes and with it, our world. 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN                   ‘Sing Praise to All’ 

Words: © Gretta Vosper. 
Music: WOV 28 Lobe deb Herren                          

 
Sing praise to all that has offered us life and sustains us-  
all that has opened our hearts to the love borne within us:  
family and friends,  
beauty we see without end –  
gifts that our lives lay before us.  
  
Sing praise to all that has opened our minds to new vistas –  
all that has called us to seek out new truth through the ages:  
vision and word,  
music that sought to be heard  
these are the gifts that will mould us.  
 
Sing praise to minds that will fashion our bold new tomorrows –  
yesterday’s wisdom released from its dogma and credos.  
evermore free  
to live out what we believe  
walking the path that Life hallows.  

 



WELCOME   

Kia ora tatou. 

Kia ora. 

 
PRAYER  
 
A WORLD PRAYER 

We are birthed from energy and stardust 
flung into the world with all  
the ‘glory of the power that is love.’  
May we creatively furnish the world  
with grace and love, beauty and justice. 
May our actions together provide what the world needs. 
May we share with others what we have produced  
so all can grow and flourish. 
May the knots which bind us be unravelled,  
as we release ourselves and others  
from the tangle of past mistakes. 
May we remain true to purpose,  
alert to all the possibilities of  
such a time as this. 
In all we do, may faith, hope and love abide,  
the greatest of these being love. 

 
LIGHTING THE RAINBOW ROOM CANDLE 
 
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                                 Margaret Rushbrook 
 
BLESSING THE CHILDREN (All stand) 

 
We send you to the Rainbow Room programme to hear stories, ask 
questions and have fun together. 

We bless you. Amen. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
 

Feel free to pass the peace with those nearby or move to greet others further away. Passing the peace 
consists of shaking hands and saying “Peace be with you.” The response is “Peace be with you” or just 
“And with you.”  Or, simply saying ‘Hello” is a good idea.  Also feel free to simply observe if you wish! 

 
 



THE CANBERRA AFFIRMATION 
The hymns in the rest of this Gathering are words from the 2008 Canberra 
Affirmation, set to well-known hymn tunes by George Stuart.  They are used 
with his permission.  This is the preamble from the original Affirmation:  

As progressive Christians in the 21st century, we are uncomfortable with 
rigid statements of belief, as we recognise our understandings are shaped 
by life experiences within cultural and environmental contexts.  Yet, 
there are some common understandings which continue to shape our 
lives, both individually and in community with others. 

 
THE WORD IN TEXTS AND MUSIC                        Valerie Rhodes 
 
WE SING (remaining seated)                         “The Bible – The Canberra Affirmation” 

                                                                        Tune: WOV 339 ‘Regent Square’ 

 
We receive the Hebrew Scriptures 
and the Christian Scriptures too 
as collections, human writings 
rich in mem'ry and review; 
these describe attempts, responding 
to the 'sacred', sensed as true. 

 
Hebrew Bible Psalm 133 

 
Indispensable, this Bible 
is part of our heritage, 
in tradition, pers'nal journeys 
it finds us at every stage; 
reading, list'ning and debating, 
finding wisdom for each age. 

 
Gospel                            Matthew 15: 21-28 

‘Jesus changes his Mind’ 
 

Yet we claim the right to question; 
take responsibility 
to interpret texts and stories, 
searching each quite critically; 
then empowered with life's schooling 
wrest its wisdom honestly. 

 



Contemporary reading                                     from With or Without God  
By Gretta Vosper, p.4 

 
What the world needs in order to survive and thrive is the radical 
simplicity that lies at the core of Christianity and so many other faiths and 
systems of thought – an abiding trust in the way of love as expressed in 
just and compassionate living.  Out of the multitude of understandings of 
religion, spirituality, and faith; out of the countless individual experiences 
of what might be called divine; out of it all may be distilled a core that, 
very simply put, is love.  This core message carries its own authority.  It 
needs no doctrine to validate it, no external expert of supernatural 
authority to tell us it is right.  Love is quite demanding enough as a 
foundation, sufficiently complex and challenging without the requirement 
of additional beliefs, unbelievable to many.  The church the future needs 
is one of people gathering to share and recommit themselves to loving 
relationships with themselves, their families, the wider community, and 
the planet. 
 
Such a church need not fear the discoveries of science, history, 
archaeology, psychology, or literature; it will only be enhanced by such 
discoveries.  Such a church need not avoid the implications of critical 
thinking for its message; it will only become more effective.  Such a 
church need not cling to and justify a particular source for its authority; it 
will draw on the wisdom of the ages and challenge divisive and 
destructive barriers.  Such a church, grown out of values that transcend 
personal security, self-interest, and well-being, could play a role in the 
future that is not only viable but radically transformative and desperately 
needed. 
 

WE SING (remaining seated)                          
We accept that other sources – 
stories, poems, many a song, 
and imagination pictures 
of our life, both weak and strong, 
join the process of our searching 
for the 'sacred'; all belong. 

 

RESPONSE 
For the Wisdom in scripture,  
for the Wisdom among us,  
for the Wisdom within us, we give thanks 



REFLECTION          ‘How my thinking has Changed.’              Margaret Rushbrook  
 
SUNG AFFIRMATION (sung seated)                “Jesus – The Canberra Affirmation” 

                                Tune: WOV 418 Picardy 

 
We would honour one called Jesus – 
wisdom teacher, Jewish sage; 
nurtured by his own tradition 
and religion of his age; 
long ago he took his journey;  
setting forth from Galilee. 
 
Through distinctive oral sayings, 
by the parables he told 
of inclusiveness and justice, 
of integrity so bold 
he invited others trust in  
his great vision for his day. 
 
Life, one's neighbour and the ‘sacred’ 
re-imagined when he taught; 
table fellowship was open - 
symbol of his warm support; 
as we too share in his vision,  
we affirm and follow him. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER (said together) 

Response: Amen 
 

We recognise and bless the gifts brought to the table, and those which wing 
their way electronically from our banks to the church’s account. 

 
LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY OF ST ANDREW’S 
 

People share notices and visitors are welcomed.   If you have a notice not already in the order of service, 
please move to the front row, ready to speak briefly from the lectern.   

For the benefit of newcomers, please introduce yourself before you begin. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                           Margaret Rushbrook 
 
 
 



CIRCLE OF PRAYER  
We think today of the people of Burkina Faso and the Association of 
Evangelical Reformed Churches of Burkina Faso.  In New Zealand, we 
remember those in Parliament, and today we name Paul Goldsmith and 
Joanne Hayes List MPs.  Here in the Central Presbytery, we pray for the 
leaders and people of Opunake Co-operating Church. 
 

PRAYER FOR A TWENTY FIRST CENTURY CHURCH 
In this sacred place and this special city;  
for such a time as this, we are church.  
We constantly need renewal; 
our life requires energising  
by a spirit of love  
and unity with those who follow Jesus’ Way  
and with all people. 
 
We yearn that this community  
and the city in which we live 
are places where honesty and integrity dwell; 
where government is open and forward looking, 
beauty of all kinds is encouraged 
and compassion for all is our default position. 
 
May this faith community  
work courageously to effect change; 
May our actions follow our intentions; 
and may our belief in justice and peace,  
inclusion and compassion 
be the strong impulse  
of both our reflection and our work. 
So may it be. 

 
HYMN                                                            “Creativity – The Canberra Affirmation” 

Tune: WOV 577 ‘Austria’ 

 
When beliefs and rigid doctrines, 
like stone statues cold as death, 
discipline us into silence, 
rob us of life-giving breath; 
we can voice our great discomfort 
as we recognize the truth 



that our life and all our living 
give us insight from our youth. 
 
We would celebrate evolving; 
in the webs of life we bond 
to the cosmos and our family, 
humans here and those beyond; 
thus we're called to live together 
with respect for all that is, 
for the cosmos and our planet 
with respect for all that lives. 
 
'Creativity' is present 
ever since before the start; 
brings to birth such great abundance; 
gives birth to a loving heart. 
With this birthing of the novel 
'creativity' transforms; 
energy and life emerges; 
beauty seen in all its forms. 
 
So we celebrate the myst’ry; 
stand in silence; look with awe; 
countless years in billions ended 
since the opening of the store 
of variety and brilliance, 
of the life-force and of grace; 
it's amazing and so wondrous 
we can claim to have a place. 

 
BLESSING         

 
SUNG AMEN 

  
THANK YOU                              Vivien Chiu 
                        our musician today 

 
Unless otherwise specified all our music is used by permission CCLI Licence 3341550 

Words/music to new hymns and gathering statement, prayers or affirmations are original unless 
acknowledged.  If Susan Jones is the worship leader any liturgy will have been written by her. These words 

can be used in worship and small groups without seeking permission.  Please acknowledge the source. 
 



There is a 2-hour parking limit on the street in the Wellington CBD on Sundays.  
 If you are staying for an after-church activity, you can to move your car into the car park, or move to a new 

space on the street. 
 

 

We welcome all visitors and invite you to stay for morning tea or coffee. 
 Please sign the visitors’ book at the back of the church. 

We hope you enjoyed worshipping with us.  At St Andrew’s we want you to feel at home—to join in 
with the activities of our community of faith, or to come and find your own spiritual place in your own 

time. If you would like more information about St Andrew’s or to explore becoming a member or 
associate member, please fill in one of the welcome leaflets (at the back of the church) and hand it to a 

minister or a welcoming team member. 

 

AUDIO REFLECTIONS 
Sunday reflections are usually available on our website. 
http://www.standrews.org.nz/sunday-gathering/orders-of-service 

 
 

GENEROUS GIVING  
St Andrew’s depends on the generous giving of members and friends.  If you would like to make a 
donation or support our work through planned giving, please contact our Parish Office or Treasurer. 
Bank account for donations is: St Andrews on The Terrace, BNZ Lambton Qy, 02-0534-0004022-02 

 
 
 

 

SUNDAY ROSTERS 

A folder with an outline of each duty is now kept on the back table.  If you are unable to do your 
rostered duty please arrange a swap/substitute and inform the office.  Thank you. 

Thanks to this week’s volunteers 

Welcoming Molly Seah & Lloyd Jobson 
Sound Frank Cook 
Offering Graham Howell, Joan Tyler 
Coffee/tea Jon Schrader, Linda & Norman Wilkins 
Time with the Children Margaret Rushbrook 
Readings Valerie Rhodes 
Prayers of the People Margaret Rushbrook 
Musician Vivien Chiu 

Rainbow Room Helper Roger Jones 
 

On duty 3 September 

Welcoming Frank & Sue Cook 
Communion Bronwyn White,  Cameron Smart,                     

Frank Hanson, Margaret Pannett 
Sound Jennifer Bush-Daumec 
Offering Kath Kerr, Sonia Groes-Petrie 
Coffee/tea Peter Cowley, Sandra & Tony Kirby 
Time with the Children Colma Froggatt 
Readings Joan Tyler 
Prayers of the People Bronwyn White 
Musician Peter Franklin 
Rainbow Room Helper Lois Robertson 

 

 

http://www.standrews.org.nz/sunday-gathering/orders-of-service


 This Week and Coming Events at St Andrew’s 

Sunday 27 August 10am Sunday Gathering led by Susan Jones, with Margaret Rushbrook 
followed by Exploring the Faith study session  
Wednesday 30 August Cuppa and a Chat from 10.30am in the Centre 
Wednesday 30 August 12.15pm Lunchtime Concert | Messing with Mozart 
Thursday 31 August 12.15pm Lunchtime Concert | Amazon Trio with bassoon 
Thursday 31 August 12.30pm Centering Prayer in the Centre  
Sunday 3 September 10am Sunday Gathering, River Sunday, including communion  
led by Susan Jones with Andrew Matthews.  Followed by lunch at a café nearby 
 

ST ANDREW’S COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

CHRISTMAS BAKING FUNDRAISER 
Many thanks to Volunteers who have put their names down for various tasks around 
this fundraiser and for those who have donated money and ingredients for Christmas 
cakes.  The main baking efforts will be in late October/November and shortly I will put 
out an order form for all the Christmas Cakes and baking you will want to buy for 
yourselves and for gifts.  Also you can put your names down for us to supply a selection 
to sell at your workplace or neighbourhood.  Examples of Cakes are at the back of the 
Church on Sunday, also volunteer sheet.  
Contact Maxine Cunningham jimax117@gmail.com. 
 

KEEPING THE CHURCH HEALTHY AND SAFE 
In recent months a lot of work has been done sorting cupboards.  Sometimes we have 
changed where goods are stored.  Please return objects and especially hazardous 
substances to where you found them, even if it is a strange and new location for you.  If 
you notice anything unsafe around the buildings please let the Office know.  Incident 
reporting forms are available in the foyer, please use them if anything happens so we 
can follow up and eliminate or minimise risks. 
 

SATRS – EVENT FOR SEPTEMBER 
Tuesday 12 September, 12.15pm Paul Gibson, recent Disability Rights Commissioner 
will talk to our theme of Courage to change.  Paul Gibson was the Disability Rights 
Commissioner for the Human Rights Commission from 2011-2017. He is a former 
president of the Disabled People's Assembly and was involved in the development of 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (CRPD). 
Paul is partially blind and uses Braille and assistive technology. He has 20 years of 
experience in the health and disability sector including working for Capital Coast 
District Health Board as a senior disability advisor. 
 

WIDER CHURCH AND COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

TODAY - SERVICES OF LAMENT FOR THE HOUSING CRISIS 
For many Anglican churches in the Wellington Diocese, August has been a month 
of prayer and reflection on the housing crisis. To conclude this month, churches are 
holding services of lament on Sunday 27 August in five locations. Four will be held in 
empty Housing New Zealand land.  A service of lament is an opportunity to mark our 
grief and sorrow - in this case at our country's failure to adequately house people.  At 
these services we will publicly acknowledge the state of our housing crisis is not okay, 

mailto:jimax117@gmail.com
http://movementonline.org.nz/housing/


and pray for adequate housing for all New Zealanders.  You are warmly invited to 
attend. To stay updated, for instance about wet weather contingency plans, 
visit movementonline.org.nz/housing.  There are Facebook pages for each event. 
 Southern Wellington - 27-33 Strathmore Ave, 3pm, Sunday 27.  A short service 
including afternoon tea, involvement from Strathmore Community Church, Newtown  
St Thomas, All Saints Hataitai, Miramar Peninsula Parish and Island Bay Presbyterian. 
Bring a plate to share.  
Lower Hutt - Cambridge Terrace opp. Epuni railway station, 10am, Sunday 27. 
Organised by St David's Naenae and St Paul's Waiwhetu. Bring gumboots.   
Porirua - Corner of Ixion Lane and Castor Crescent, Cannons Creek, 12pm, Sunday 27. 
A creative service of prayer and pikelets led by Porirua Anglican. Children welcome! If 
you are coming in large numbers, please bring pikelets to share. 
Wellington Cathedral of St Paul in partnership with the Wellington City Mission –
 Sunday August 27, 4pm – Launch of Turangawaewae Art Project, collaborative Art 
Installation exploring impacts of homelessness, including a Service of Lament at 5pm.  
 

LIVING WAGE ELECTION FORUM: PUT THIS DATE IN YOUR DIARY 
The Living Wage Movement’s holding an election forum in Wellington. Diary this date 
and organise others from your faith group to attend.   Wellington: 30 August, 7-9pm, 
St Peters on Willis, 211 Willis Street, Wellington.  We call on political parties to commit 
to taking a lead on the Living Wage.  We ask the parties forming a Government to adopt 
Living Wage for core public service and extend Living Wage to their contracted 
workforce.   Organise now to show political parties we want leadership on Living Wage. 
 

THE BOULCOTT SEMINAR AT WELLINGTON CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
 We’re excited this year’s seminar speaker is Sara Miles. Sara, www.saramiles.net, is 
author of Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion; Jesus Freak: Feeding Healing Raising 
the Dead, and City of God: Faith in the Streets.  Wellington Central Baptist Church on 
Saturday 23 September (yes, election day- cast your vote then come!) 10-4pm.  Online 
registration: www.central.org.nz/the-boulcott-seminar/ 
 

ENCOURAGING YOUNG VOTERS 
These websites may be helpful to the young people in your life (children and 
grandchildren) to get them engaged in the electoral process.   Email your young 
acquaintances and copy and paste this into your email for them to explore! 
Any Questions https://anyquestions.scoop.co.nz/  
a Q&A site to ask questions of candidates. 
RockEnrol  https://www.facebook.com/rockenrolNZ/  and www.rockenrol.org.nz/  
encouraging the missing ½ million young people to get on the electoral roll. 
We have power: http://www.wehavepower.org.nz/ 
Website and resources for all young people from the NZ University Students 
Association including a policy survey. 
The Spin Off’s Policy http://policy.thespinoff.co.nz/  
A comparison of policy across 10 major topics based on evidence from Scoop media, 
political policy and party Websites that allows you to select policies you like. 

 

http://movementonline.org.nz/housing/
http://www.saramiles.net/
http://www.central.org.nz/the-boulcott-seminar/
https://anyquestions.scoop.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/rockenrolNZ/
http://www.rockenrol.org.nz/
http://www.wehavepower.org.nz/
http://policy.thespinoff.co.nz/


MISSION STATEMENT OF ST ANDREW'S ON THE TERRACE 
 

To create a lively, open Christian faith community, 
to act for a just and peaceful world, and to be catalysts for discovery,  

compassion and celebration in the capital. 

 

MINISTRY AT ST ANDREW’S – THE TEAM 
Minister Susan Jones 

Parish Council Convenor Lynne Dovey 

Parish Council Clerk Colma Froggatt 

Treasurer Paul Barber 

Facilities Management Group Douglas Wood 

Pastoral Convenors Linda Wilkins and Maxine Cunningham 
Lois Robertson, Brian Burrell                   

Church Music Coordinator Vivien Chiu 

Theologian in Residence Lloyd Geering 

Presbytery Representative Colma Froggatt 

Concert Coordinator Marjan van Waardenberg 

Rainbow Room Coordinator  Jess McKnight 

Centre Manager Laetitia Brunell 

Office Administrator Karyn Bishop 

Custodian, SATRS Administrator Peter Cowley 

Facilities Assistant Lillian Norman 

Roster Coordinator Rosemary Lawrence 
 

St Andrew’s on The Terrace 
www.standrews.org.nz 

30 The Terrace – P O Box 5203, Wellington 6145 
Office Hours: 9 am – 5 pm Monday to Friday 

Phone (04) 472-9211 
office@standrews.org.nz 

 

Rev Dr Susan Jones 
Office: (04) 472-9376. Home: (04) 909-9612. Cell: 027-321-4870 

minister@standrews.org.nz 
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